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SEARCH  WEATHER  CONTACT US  HOME  
 

ABOUT THE COMMITTEE  

 

WHAT IS STORMWATER 
POLLUTION?   

 

THE STORM DRAIN SYSTEM  
 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS  

 

MONITORING PROGRAMS  

 

BEST MANAGEMENT 
PRACTICES  

 

FEDERAL & STATE 
REGULATIONS  

 

BROCHURES & MULTIMEDIA  
 

AWARDS & RECOGNITION  

 

STORMWATER LINKS  

����������	
���
��	
����������	����
����	
�����	������	���
����	�����	
�������	�
���
��	
���	��	�����	�������	�����	
���	 ����!	" 	#$%��	  

 

��������	
   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

��
�����
�����������
���������
������
��
�������������������
���������������� �
&'�	(��	��
�����	������	���	��)���*��	+�	�'�	�����	
������	���
����	�����	�������	�
���
��	���	�'�	���	  ����	
 �����	����������	
���
��	����������	����
����	��	
���
��	�'�	���+���	�,	�'�	*�+�
�	
�)��)��	
�	*����
 ��!	
���
��
��	���	
�*������
��	���������
��	���
)
�
��	 �
�'	
�'�	��-�
�������	���	,���'	
�	�'�	"�)���	���������� 	
�������	����
�	,��	���������
��	.��
)
�
���  

  ��������������� � /0��$	�(1  
    

 

���������
����������������������������� 	2	
&'
�	+���'���	
�	*�+�
�'��	+�	�'�	������)��
��	�
�� �
��	�,	
����'���	"�)���	���	����������	
���
��	����������	
����
����	��	�	��
��	��	�����	���	 ����	 �����	���
 �����	
�'��	���*
��	�
����	��	��'��	������	'�3������	����� 
���	

�	'���,��	��	���	��)
�������	���	���	�����	-���
�� �	  

  ������������������  

    

 

��������
�����������
���������������������
�������� 	2	&'�	������)��
��	�
���
��	�,	����'���	
"�)���	���	����������	
���
��	����������	����
����	
'�)�	*�+�
�'��	�	+�������	��	����������	*�����
���	 &'�	
+�������	
�������	�	�
��	�,	�
�*��	���	*����
���	4� 
*�4	
��������	���	���	,��	�����
��	����������	*�����
��� 	&'�	
+�������	
�������	�����,��!	�������	,���	�'�	0��	*� ���	
�
����	,���	�'�	����������	������
��	������	������� 	'���	
�'
�	*���	�*�
���  

  ������������������  

    
  ��������
  

 

  

    
�	� !���"��	#$���    

%&&'(%&&)��*��+��$,-�.�����
��
/��	� !�  

  

%&&'(%&&)������	0�����**	.�
�$� ����	����-�0	 	-���*�-  

  

%&&1(%&&2�����
��,-!3!#�*�
�$� 
��	���!�3���0	��	#$��  

  

�**�����
��$3, 	-�� 	    
    

���������	�+�)�	��-�
��	 �4$5	��3�$5����	�4	� 	 ��	)
���    
 

 

�



�

�
�����

������	
��� ����
��	�!
����

�� � ��������	���
�
������
���
�

 

 

 

 

 

·  Resources  
·  Who we are  
·  What you can do  
·  FAQs  
·  Glossary  
·  Documents 
·  Training   
·  Program Elements  
·  Public Outreach  
·  New Development  
·  Construction  
·  Industry/ Business  
·  Monitoring  
·  Pesticides  
·  Other Resources 
·  Stormwater Brochures 
·  Stormwater Quality Partnership 
·     
·  Contact Us  

 

Business and Industry 

The Storm Drain System  |  Stormwater Runoff  |  Stormwater Ordinance  |  
Industrial Stormwater General Permit  |  Inspection and Enforcement Programs  |  
Common Pollutant Sources  |  Common Stormwater Violations  |  Best Management 
Practices (BMPs)  |  Good Housekeeping  |  Pressure Washing  |  Clean Water 
Business Partner Program  |  Business Environmental Resource Center  |  
Informational materials 

The Storm Drain System   

The County’s storm drain system conveys stormwater runoff from developed areas 
to local waterways to prevent flooding. This system includes publicly-owned storm 
drain inlets (which are the grated inlets commonly located in gutter flowlines 
adjacent to streets or in parking lots), and a network of underground piping and 
manholes, open channels, and roadside ditches. The County’s storm drain system 
also includes publicly-owned streets, sidewalks and gutters. Stormwater flows from 
these surfaces into the storm drain system. Privately-owned drainage systems usually 
discharge to the County’s storm drain system as well.  

The storm drain system is different from the sanitary sewer system.  

Sinks, toilets, and interior floor drains must be connected to the sanitary sewer 
system. The wastewater discharged to the sanitary sewer receives treatment to 
remove pollutants prior to release to creeks and rivers. Pollutants contained in 
stormwater runoff flow directly into local waterways, without treatment where they 
can be harmful to humans and the environment. Oil and grease, food waste, paint, 
concrete-related wastewater, chemicals and even dirt must be prevented from 
entering the storm drain system in order to preserve our local waterways.  

Please refer to the Sacramento Regional County Sewer District’s web site for more 
information about the local sanitary sewer system.  

 

 

County crews clean up pollutant discharges to the storm drain system. When 
identified, responsible parties will be fined and charged for the cost of this work. 
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When it rains, stormwater runoff 
can pick up pollutants from 

outdoor surfaces. 

�

Prohibited non-stormwater 
discharge to the County's storm 
drain system resulting from 
commercial vehicle washing�

Stormwater Runoff   

When rainfall comes into contact with pollutants, 

the pollutants can be washed into the storm drain 
system and in turn, into our local waterways. 
Examples of situations where stormwater runoff 
could be polluted through exposure to pollutants 
include: 

·  Improper or incomplete clean-up of a 
release or spill of hazardous or non-
hazardous materials or wastes in an outdoor, 
uncovered, area; 

·  Poor housekeeping in outdoor storage areas; 
·  Inadequate secondary containment and/or 

coverage of hazardous or non-hazardous materials or wastes; 
·  Leaky dumpsters, or dumpster lids left open; 
·  Liquids or powdery materials tracked outdoors by forklifts or other vehicles 

from indoor processing areas; and 
·  Leaky vehicles, equipment, compressors, etc.  

Pollutants can also be washed into the storm drain system and local waterways by 
non-stormwater discharges such as irrigation runoff or in wastewater from hosing 
down or pressure washing polluted surfaces into the storm drain system.  

Stormwater Ordinance   

Sacramento County Code Chapter 15.12 
(Stormwater Ordinance), Section 200 prohibits 
non-stormwater discharges to the County’s storm 
drain system and local waters.  

Only stormwater and eighteen (18) exempted non-
stormwater discharges (i.e., water discharges that 
are not comprised of rainwater) that are specified in 
the Stormwater Ordinance may be discharged to 
the storm drain system by businesses within the 
County of Sacramento.  

The exempted non-stormwater discharges are 
allowed to enter the storm drain system provided 
the discharges do not: 

·  Come into contact with any pollutant sources (such as oil on pavement or 
sediment erosion); 
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